River Heights City

River Heights City
PLANNING COMMISSION AGENDA

Tuesday, May 9, 2023

Notice is hereby given that the River Heights Planning Commission will hold its regular meeting
beginning at 6:30 p.m., anchored from the River Heights City Office Building at 520 S 500 E. Attendance
can be in person or through Zoom.

6:30 p.m.
6:32 p.m.
6:35 p.m.
6:40 p.m.

7:30 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance

Adoption of Previous Minutes and Agenda

Public Comment on Land Use

Review City Code Regarding Landscaping, Park Strips

Adjourn

Posted this 4™ day of May 2023

&%MJ;L %E (u :

Sheila Lind, Recordé)l

To join the Zoom meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86017259341

Attachments for this meeting and previous meeting minutes can be found on the State’s Public Notice Website (pmn.utah.gov)

In compliance with the American Disabilities Act, individuals needing special accommodations (including auxiliary
communicative aids and services) during this meeting should notify Sheila Lind, (435) 770-2061 at least 24 hours before the

meeting.
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e e o

River Heights, Utah 84321 Phone & Fax (435) 752-2646



River Heights City

River Heights City Planning Commission
Minutes of the Meeting

4 May 9, 2023
5
6 Present: Commission members: Noel Cooley, Chairman
7 Heather Lehnig
8 Cindy Schaub
9 Troy Wakefield
10
11 Councilmember Blake Wright
12 Recorder Sheila Lind
13
14  Excused Commissioner Lance Pitcher
15 Tech Staff Councilmember Chris Milbank
16
17 Others Present: Dwight Einzinger
18
19
20 Motions Made During the Meeting
21
22 Motion #1
Commissioner Schaub moved to “approve the minutes of the April 11, 2023 Commission
24 Meeting.” Commissioner Wakefield seconded the motion, which carried with Cooley, Schaub, and
25  Wakefield in favor. No one opposed. Lehnig and Pitcher were absent.
26
27  Motion #2
28 Commissioner Wakefield moved to “approve the minutes of the April 25, 2023 Commission
29  Meeting as well as the evening’s agenda.” Commissioner Schaub seconded the motion, which carried
30  with Cooley, Lehnig, Schaub, and Wakefield in favor. No one opposed. Pitcher was absent.
31
32
33
34
35 Proceedings of the Meeting
36
37 The River Heights City Planning Commission met at 6:30 p.m. in the Ervin R. Croshie Council
38 Chambers on May 9, 2023. In the absence of Chris Milbank, Commissioner Wakefield ran the
39  computer.
40 Pledge of Allegiance
41 Adoption of Prior Minutes and Agenda: Minutes for the April 11 and 25, 2023 Planning
42  Commission Meetings were reviewed.
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Commissioner Schaub moved to “approve the minutes of the April 11, 2023 Commission
Meeting.” Commissioner Wakefield seconded the motion, which carried with Cooley, Schaub, and
Wakefield in favor. No one opposed. Lehnig and Pitcher were absent.

Commissioner Lehnig arrived at the meeting.

Commissioner Wakefield moved to “approve the minutes of the April 25, 2023 Commission
Meeting as well as the evening’s agenda.” Commissioner Schaub seconded the motion, which
carried with Cooley, Lehnig, Schaub, and Wakefield in favor. No one opposed. Pitcher was absent.

Review City Code Regarding Landscaping, Park Strips: Commissioner Cooley discussed the
verbiage required by the state to be included with the city’s code in order for citizens to be eligible
for the landscape rebate program.

Commissioner Lehnig had written up some samples of verbiage for their consideration. She
had taken ideas from cities like Salt Lake, Utah County, and others. She read through her suggested
ideas.

Commissioner Cooley wondered if the city could write their own code of if they needed to use
what the state recommended to be eligible for the lawn buy back.

Commissioner Wright said the city would need to include all three items the state
recommended to qualify. Once adopted it would apply to all new development. Current homes in
the city would have the option.

Commissioner Cooley said he had heard of certain grass seeds which will use less water than
plants. It was also pointed out that by removing grass from yards, it raises the temperature in the
area which requires more water.

Public Comment: Dwight Einzinger said he had felt troubled ever since he’d read the
communistic letter from the state. He said changing the code doesn’t benefit the city, just the
community members who want a handout from the government. All others would be restricted and
he felt it was the wrong way to go about it. He used Mexico as an example. Outside the homes it
always feels dirty because there’s no grass. When the wind blows dirt, there’s nothing to absorb it.
The grass works as a filter to take on the dirt and heat.

He talked with the owner of Anderson Seed (on Logan City’s Council) who doesn’t agree with
changing city code as suggested by the letter. He also reached out to someone from the university.
Logan has suspended this topic until they do more investigating. He hoped River Heights would also
suspend their decisions on this and do more research. He didn’t want River Heights to turninto a
brick and cement community.

Commissioner Cooley asked if there was a deadline for the city to adopt the verbiage in their
code. It was determined that there was only a start date and not a deadline.

The Commission discussed the current code. Commissioner Schaub was leaning toward Mr.
Einzinger's comments. She didn’t see the need to hurry on this. She wanted people to be able to
have grass if they wanted and liked the code as it was.

Commissioner Cooley didn’t have a problem putting it in the code if they could make it
optional. The areas left for development will need to come to the commission with their landscape
design. At that time, they can express their desires.

Councilmember Wright agreed and liked Ms. Lehnig’s suggestion of 33% vegetation in a park
strip, rather than 50%. He didn’t feel there was a reason to address the states rebate program.

Commissioner Lehnig addressed her suggestion 4. (last paragraph) regarding rocks gravel and
boulders. She learned at the Arbor Day event that it was healthy to use a 36” radius of mulch when
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planting trees. She expressed that she wasn’t necessarily supportive of the code changes, she just did
the research on to present it to the Commission.

Commissioner Wakefield said he didn’t want to adopt the states verbiage to allow the rebate.
But he did support changing 10-15-7 from 50% to 33%. Commissioner Cooley agreed.

Commissioner Wakefield asked if a park strip would be required on a new home on a random
lot in the city. He was told that in most cases it would be required.

They worked through the verbiage to come up with what they wanted.

" Commissioner Schaub said people will do what they want and not read the code and who will
enforce it. She suggested using words like: ‘encourage’ rather than ‘must.’

They discussed 10-15-6:B: and decided to replace 50% with 33% and in C: Replace 50% with
67%.

Discussion was held on the size of planting strips and whether they wanted to require a 3 foot
mulch radius for trees. Commissioner Cooley felt a one-foot radius would be sufficient. )
Commissioner Lehnig said that would work if the tree was within the grass, rather than gravel, rocks
and boulders.

Commissioner Schaub didn’t think they needed to regulate the diameter of mulch around
citizen’s trees.

They decided they liked Commissioner Lehnig’s last paragraph with the word, ‘recommended’
rather than ‘they may.’ They will add it as 10-15-7:D [norganic Mulch at Street Trees, and bump
current D-F down to E-G.

They wili hold these changes until there are more code changes. Councilmember Wright will
do some checking on boundary line changes. Commissioner Cooley said he was reviewing the recent
legislative changes to see if there were any adjustments needed to the city code. He will forward the
legislative changes to the rest of the Commission so they can review them as well. Councilmember
Wright suggested waiting until the bills become law since the state code is easier to read than the
bills.

The meeting adjourned at 7:40. p.m.

Sheila Lind, Recorder

Noel Cooley, Commission Chair
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tential hazardous plant material containing thorns or
aterials such as bark, shredded plant
for plants and may also be used as the

not exceed three (3) feet in heig aturity.
spikes shall be prohibited in the park strip. Organic Mulch:
material, and compost, may be used as water conserving mu
only material in portions of a park strip.

10-1571 _
O Inorganic Muleh atsivet Trees: = ds vecobbmepered
,4'. . : Because rock, gravel and other hard surface matenés asa 'H*-iy

ground cover retain and emit heat during the summer months when water is scarce, not
be used within a thirty six inch (36") radius (72 inch diameter) of any street tree, unless an
operable irrigation system is provided.
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__Department of Natural Resources _

JOEL FERRY
Exgculive Direcior
. State of Utah Division of Water Resources
' SPENCER 1. COX
Governar CANDICE A, HASENYAGER 4
Diviston Director
DEIDRE M. HENDERSON
Lieutenant Governor
i .
| February 16, 2023 -
1
: River Heights City
City Council
520 8. 600 E.

River Helghts, Utah, 84321

_Dear City Counciimembersand Staff, __ _ -~ - .
Beginning Spring 2023, the Utah Divislon of Water Resources will offer a landscape

rebate program for residential and commercial property owners throughi

UtahWaterSavers.com. Utahns can receive up to $1.50/square foot of grass removed

and replaced with water-efficient landscaping: In order for your residents to be eligible

for the statewide landscape rebate program, your cify will need fo adopt the following

landscape ordinances for new residential developments:

« Nolawn on parking strips or areas less than elght feet in width in new
residential development.

« No more than 50% of front and side yard landscaped area in new
residential developments is lawn. Lawn limitations do not apply to small .
residential lots with less than 250 square feet of landscaped area.

' - Additional program rules will also require adoption of the following ordinance for-a city to
remain eligible for incentives:

"« In new.commercial, industrial, Institutional, and multi-family development.
—_—me - COMMEeR-alea: iandscapes.-lawn areas:shall-not- exceed—za% of-thestotal——=————+—=""
Iandscaped area, olltside of active recreation areas.

- This is an excellent opportunity to review and add to city ordinances that wlll contribute
to more sustainable.growth and water conservation on a local level. We encourage
cities.to revise thelr landscaping ordinances as needed to give their residents a.chance
to-qualify for landscape rebates and conserve water. For more information on rebates
and what cities have established water-efficient municipal codes, visit
ConserveWater.utah.qov.
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We plan to begin accepting landscape rebate applications in March 2023. Once
qualifying ordinances are finalized and.adopted, please send a copy to
WaterRebates@utah.gov to be added to the eligible cities list.

For any questions or concerns, please contact Shelby Ericksen with the Division of
Water Resources at shelbyericksen@utah.gov. We appreciate your efforts to conserve
Utah’s water. -

Sincerely,

T E R e _

L | CcC A
Candice Hasenyager,

Directar
Utah Divislon of Water Rescurces
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